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Program Notes

Intermezzo is a three-movement suite written specially for flutist Rebecca Jeffreys in December 2014. The piano
introduces the Prelude with a stream of notes that ebbs and flows lyrically. As the flute enters and develops this
idea, the movement’s waltz-like qualities emerge. The Prelude ends in a celebratory mood. Like Chopin’s
Nocturnes, the second movement (subtitled “Midnight Stroll”’) is peaceful, dreamy, and nostalgic, alternating
between moments of warmth and icy drafts. Its eerie middle section evokes a setting reminiscent of the snowy
Belorussian village in Marc Chagall’s “The Fiddler.” The set concludes with a brief and witty Capriccio that layers a
jazzy melody over an erratic, funk-like bass line.

Performance and Recording History

Intermezzo was first performed by Rebecca Jeffreys (flute) and Francis Kayali (piano) on February 3, 2015 at Saint
Anselm College (Manchester, NH). Subsequent performances include the Back Cove Contemporary Music Festival
in Portland, ME, the Society of Composers, Inc. Region | Conference at the University of Maine at Orono, and
Spectrum in New York City as part of the North/South Consonance Concert Series, with Lisa Hansen on flute and
Max Lifchitz at the piano. Intermezzo was recorded by Rebecca Jeffreys and Alexander Timofeev on the CD Poems
and Dreams (2016) and has been broadcast by radio stations throughout the US, Canada, and South America.
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Francis Kayali’s music has been performed by the Charleston Symphony Orchestra, the North/South Consonance
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Diesendruck, and Donald Crockett.
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sheet music or arrangements; performances presented primarily for commercial gain beyond standard
ticketed concerts. Additional terms: use of this work, in whole or in part, for training or development of
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does not transfer copyright, publishing rights, or ownership of the work; all rights not expressly granted are
reserved. The composer reserves the right to modify or withdraw these permissions for future uses at any
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